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Socialists. In the elections of 1925 the Social Democrats
obtained 630,894 votes, with twenty-nine seats in the
Chamber and fourteen in the Senate. The Party formed
part of the Coalition Government right from the beginning.
It contained the shrewdest politicians, and despite all
storms and struggles, was firmly rooted in the people.
In 1928 there was closer collaboration between the Czech
and German Social Democratic Parties, but no fusion,
since the national idea on both sides remained stronger
than the international.

The Czechoslovak National Socialist Party was formed
during a reaction against the Social Democrats in 1896.
It was a radically national party of the lower-middle class
and of the workers. In its programme of 1918 it stressed
its Socialist features, whilst rejecting Marxist doctrines.
In 1920 it secured twenty-four seats, twenty-eight in
1925 and thirty-two in 1929. In May 1935 it had twenty-
eight seats in the Chamber of Deputies and fourteen in
the Senate. Its most prominent member was Benes.

The Communist Party has already been fairly important,
but has suffered ups and downs. It was not a purely Czech
Party, for it counted amongst its adherents the German,
Hungarian, Polish and Ukrainian Communists. At the
1925 elections it was the second largest Party in the
State, but obtained only thirty seats in the Chamber in
1929 and 1935.

The various other Czech Parties require only brief
mention. The Czechoslovak Populist Party wanted the
application of Christian principles to the whole of public
life, and defence of Catholic interests; it had twenty-five